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Class Overview

Introduction

This class is an opportunity for you to explore and understand your own personal relationship between art, technology and human culture.  In the next ten weeks, you will journey through the historical trajectory of the evolution of human consciousness.  By reading, listening, watching, discussing, researching and participating, you will be reprogramming the software of your mind.  Every new technology is a manifestation of the evolution of consciousness that subsequently transforms our conscious experience of life.  This class will deepen your understanding of the power that these technologies had in shaping the art and ideas of each historical epoch.  By integrating this knowledge into your own consciousness, you will be better prepared to assess your own personal role as a multimedia artist in the 21st century.
Class Objectives

· Understand the historical development of Western technology

· Experience how technology transforms art and culture

· Learn important concepts and terms that are relevant today 

· Develop and define your personal relationship to technology in your art

Schedule
This class is structured around seven historical shifts in human consciousness as exemplified in Western culture.  The 10 weeks of the class will be laid out as follows.
Week 1:
Scavenging ( Tool Making

Week 2:
Oral ( Written Language

Week 3:
Writing ( Printing

Week 4:
Agrarian ( Industrial

Week 5:
Mid-term Review & Test

Week 6:
Mechanical ( Electrical

Week 7:
Analog ( Digital

Week 8: 
Hierarchies ( Networks

Week 9:
Non-Western Technology

Week 10:
Visions of the Future

Each week, you will have a reading assignment and a homework project related to in class lectures.

Important Information

Office Hours:

Mon., Tues. &  Thurs.

2:00 - 3:00 pm

Rm. 160 C


Text:


The two texts for this class are available at the campus box store.  They are:

· The Medium is the Massage by Marshall McLuhan & Quentin Fiore

· Course Reader of Selected Articles

Attendance:

As a student, it is your job to be on time and present for all classes.

· You may miss two classes.  

· Arriving late to class 3 times = one absence

· You do not need to inform me of the reason for your absence or being late. 

· Your grade will be decreased by one letter grade for each absence beyond  the first two (e.g. a B becomes a C)

· You are responsible for all material missed during your absence.  

Grades:

You are responsible for completing all assignments.

· Completion of all assignments will assure a grade of C+.  

· Higher grades will be given for quality work that reflects a personal understanding of the material.

· Your grade will be based on the following items:

30% Mid-Term Test  

10% Participation in Class Activities

10% Assignment One: Written Essay

10% Assignment Two: Visual Response

10% Assignment Three: Sound/Video Collage

10% Assignment Four: Technology Presentation

20% Final Paper

Artwork:
Any artwork that has been submitted for grading which is not picked up by the end of the quarter will be incinerated.

Assignments

More information will be provided about each assignment later in the course.  This is just an overview of the planned assignments.  Please note, all assignments are open to revision based upon how our course together develops.

Assignment One: Written Essay (10%)

While we are studying the effects of writing as a technology, you will be asked to write a persuasive essay that we will publish into a journal and distribute on campus.

Assignment Two: Visual Response (10%)

Using the text and image collage techniques similar to Marshall McLuhan's The Medium is the Massage and modern day advertising, you will create an emotional and manipulative response to one of the issues in class.

Assignment Three: Sound/Video Collage (10%)

Using sound or video, you will create a piece to alter someone's consciousness.  Examples of effective techniques will be shown in class.

Assignment Four: Technology Presentation (10%)

You will pick a technology, scientist, or topic not covered in this class and write a two-page report on the subject.  Your will present this material to the class with appropriate audio/visual aids in a five minute presentation.

Mid-Term Test  (30%)

This test will be give during the fifth week of the class.  This test will use comparative analysis to test your understanding between the shifts of consciousness that different technologies embody.  A few example questions will be provided during the review time for the test. 

Participation in Class Activities (10%)

There will be numerous in class activities that require your participation.  Attendance, participation and discussion about these activities is an important part of your learning process.

Final Paper (20%)

You final paper will be a 5-6 page exploration of your personal relationship to technology.  In this paper, you will explore how this relationship has effected the development of who you are, how you experience the world, and how you make art. 

Intro

Technology:  The Tools of Consciousness

· Lecture


Art, Consciousness, Culture, Language






Power, Society, Technology

· Media Viewing:
 
2001: A Space Odyssey:  The Dawn of Man
· Map:


Class Overview & Eight Perceptual Shifts

Shift One: Scavenging ( Tool Making

The Animistic Image
· Music:


Glen Velez - First Chakra

· Lecture:


The Goddess & The Hunter

· Map:


Timeline of Biological Evolution

· Reading Assignment:
The First Artists 

· Class Activity:

Create Power Animal Cave

Ritual & Myth Making



· Music:


Drums of Passion

· Lecture:


Ritual & Myths

· Media Viewing:

The Power of Myth: The First Storytellers (artist/shaman)
· Map:


Brain Map

· Class Activity:

Invocation

· Reading Assignment:  
The Roots of Language

Shift Two: Oral ( Written Language
Evolution of the Alphabet

· Music:


Master Musicians of the Nile

· Lecture:


Cuneiform ( Pictograph ( Alphabet

· Map:


Visual Comparison of Languages, Ancient World

· Reading Assignment:  
Understanding Comics

· Experience: 

Sharing Family Stories

Greek Origins of the Western Mind
· Music:


Pan Flute

· Map:


Hellenic World

· Lecture:


Law, Logic & Monotheism

· Art Assignment:

Collect Laws of Growing Up 

· Class Activity:

Stele of Hayward

· Experience:

Peripatetic Discussion

· Experience:

Drama in the Agora

Shift Three: Writing ( Printing

The Power of Print

· Music:


Anonymous 4

· Lecture:


Origins of the Printing Press & Effect on Christianity

· Map:


Diagrams of Printer, Middle Ages & Roman Empire

· Media: 


Name of the Rose (36:00)

· Reading Assignment:
The Alphabet Effect - Printing Press

Laws of Observation

· Music:


Pink Floyd - "Time"

· Lecture:


Renaissance Art, Science & Society

· Map


Diagram of Clocks & Calendar, Renaissance Italy

· Class Activity:

Einstein's Dream - How long was it?  How long is 3 min?

· Class Activity:

Publish Journal

· Reading Assignment:
The Alphabet Effect - Effects of Printing Press

Shift 4: Agrarian ( Industrial 

The Industry of Reproduction

· Music:


Wagner

· Lecture: 


Industrial Revolution, Photography 

· Map:


Timeline of Scientific Developments

· Class Activity:

Oral, Written, Drawing, Photograph, Object

· Class Activity:

Lines of Discourse

· Reading Assignment:
Read Everyone's essay

The Romantic Return to Nature
· Music:


Beethoven's Pastoral

· Lecture:


Photography, Thoreau, Return to Nature

· Experience:

Rip Brains - Collect Right Part

· Reading Assignment:
Excerpt from Walden

· Class Activity:

Sample Test Questions

Mid-term

· Test/Paper

Shift 5: Mechanical ( Electrical

The Electrical Wire

· Music:


Swing

· Lecture:


Electrical Power, Telegraph & Telephone,

· Map:


Timeline of Scientific Developments

· Media Viewing:

Frankenstein 

· Reading Assignment:
The Medium is the Massage

The Wireless Media

· Music:


Electronic Broadcasting Network

· Lecture:


Radio & TV

· Reading Assignment:
Understanding Electricity

· Reading Assignment:
Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television 

Shift Six: Analog ( Digital
Evolutions of the Computer

· Music:


Philip Glass
· Lecture:


Turing Machine, Cybernetics, XEROX PARC, Intenet
· Map:


Inside of a Computer
· Media:


Revenge of the Nerds
· Reading Assignment:
The Human Use of Human Beings
· Art Assignment:

Analog Collage Responses to Essay

The Digital
· Lecture:


Binary System, Sampling
· Experience:

Digital Manipulation of Analog Responses
· Reading Assignment:
Internet?
Shift Seven: Hierarchies ( Networks
Digital Mantras of the Networked Society 

· Music:


Sampled Ambient

· Lecture:


Memes & Systems & Fractals

· Reading Assignment:
An Eye for Fractals 

· Media Viewing:

Fractal Video

· Experience:

Drawing & Seeing Fractals

Chaos Theory

· Lecture:


Chaos Theory

· Art Assignemnt

Video/Sound Collage 

Technologies & Other Cultures

Presentations

Visions of the Future

The Cyborg

· Music:


Jimi Hendrix

· Lecture:


The Cyborg in Literature & Film

· Reading Assignment:
The Cyberpunk: The Individual as Reality Pilot
· Music:


Machine Electronica

· Media Viewing:

Star Trek: The Borg

The Techno-Pagan

· Lecture:


The Artist as Engineer

· Music:


Tribal Electronica


· Media Viewing:

Burning Man Documentary





Exam Week

Infinity and Beyond

· Final Project:



· Music:


Tomorrow Never Knows




· Media Viewing:

2001 A Space Odyssey
Reading List

Contents

Two Chapters from In the Age of Mankind  by Roger Lewin
Mapping the Mind by Rita Carter

Map of the Ancient & Hellenic Worlds

Images of the Stele of Hammurabi
Image of Dying Niobid
Excerpt from Understanding Comics by Scott McCloud

Excerpt from The Odyssey by Homer translated by George Chapman

Excerpt from The Bacchae by Euripedes translated by William Arrowsmith
Map sof the Roman Empire & Renaissance Italy

Images of Gospel Book of Otto III

Diagram of Flying Butresses

Image of Last Supper Mosaic from Sant Apollinare Nuovo

Image of Last Supper by Leonardo DaVinci

Two Chapters from The Alphabet Effect by Robert Logan

Images from Prints and Visual Communication by William M. Ivins, Jr.

Image of 15th Century Clock

Photography of Sara Bernhardt by Nadar
Excerpt from Walden by Henry David Thoreau 
Ulysseus by Lord Tennyson
The Second Coming by William Butler Yeats 

Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television by Jerry Mander

Understanding Electricity by Mary Bellisfrom About.com
The Human Use of Human Beings by Norbert Weiner 

An Eye for Fractals by Michael McGuire 

The Cyberpunk: The Individual as Reality Pilot by Timothy Leary
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